[Functional activity of the macrophage elements of animal peritoneal exudate in the process of infection by tick-borne encephalitis complex viruses].
Investigations of the functional activity values of macrophages showed that free peritoneal macrophages of random-bred mice and guinea pigs participated in primary immune response to a single subcutaneous inoculation of the Pan strain of tick-borne encephalitiss virus. TR-21 strain of Langat virus, and the 237 strain, an experimentally attenuated variant of the latter. When the mice developed an acute infection, functional changes of macrophages were characterized by increased phagocytic activity towards infected cells. In subacute infection in mice and inapparent infection in guinea pigs nonspecific resistance increased as manifested in activation of phagocytosis of non-infected cells and developing in the presence of immune response and specific sensitization of the animal hosts.